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STRATEGIES

Organizational Tips

Developing your Story

 Lane Foundation, OSAC, and The Ford Family 
Scholarships

Winning Essay Tips

Scams

Next Steps



WHY SCHOLARSHIPS
FREE Money to help pay for your education

Reduce your loans or graduate debt free

$6,500 loan paid back over 10 yrs at $67 per 

month at 6.8% = $8,000

$25,000 loan paid back over 10 yrs at $288 per 

month at 6.8% = $35,000

 If it takes 6.5 hours to complete an application 

and you receive a $6,500 scholarship---You 

earned $1,000 per hour



NEW EMAIL ADDRESS

Focused on scholarships

Avoid spam mail

Lane Foundation use your student email

Create an new email account

http://www.gmail.com

http://www.outlook.com

http://www.gmail.com/
http://www.outlook.com/


Schedule Scholarship 

Time!
Set aside time to work on Scholarships

Schedule plenty of time to write and rewrite 

essays

Take note of scholarship deadlines and plan 

backwards

Apply for scholarships and research future 

scholarships.



Calendar

Keep Important Dates
Scholarship open dates

Deadlines-time zones

Reference due dates

Set digital/paper reminders
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

under CC BY

https://www.fivesixteenthsblog.com/2018/05/three-ways-to-meal-plan-in-your-planner.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Create A Portfolio

Electronic, plus a binder or expandable file

Keep EVERYTHING

Transcripts

Applications

Essays and essay drafts

Letters of recommendation

Research results

Tracking chart

This Photo by Unknown 

Author is licensed under CC 

BY-NC This Photo by 

Unknown Author is 

licensed under CC BY-

NC-ND

https://freepngimg.com/png/66848-logo-google-drive-docs-hq-image-free-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://blog.neatandsimple.com/blog/2006/08/tips_for_filing.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Transcripts

Official or Unofficial

High School and/or College

GED transcripts

Current transcripts

Convert to PDF format

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://greatschoolspartnership.org/proficiency-based-learning/grading-reporting/exemplar-high-school-transcript/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


FAFSA

FREE application for federal student aid

Start application early

Apply each year beginning October 1st

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


STRATEGIES FOR DEVELOPING 

YOUR STORY
Journaling

Create personal inventory

Talking it out with others

 It usually doesn’t come out the first time---you 

need time and distance

Your Story will develop as you write and rewrite

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://brewminate.com/how-to-journal-through-your-struggles/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


PERSONAL INVENTORY

How do you spend your time

What are your interests, strengths, 

values, goals, etc

Volunteer service

Community and school activities

 Leadership, honors & awards

Family activities and contributions

Employment history

 Life experiences-challenges-accomplishments

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://www.caoquefuma.com/2015/07/corte-interamericana-news-lista-da.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


WHAT COLLEGE WILL YOU BE 

ATTENDING NEXT YEAR?
 LCC? Oregon State University? University of Oregon? 

Bushnell University? Portland Community College? 

University of Montana? Humboldt State?

Contact that college/university and review their list 

of scholarships and criteria

Start with the college’s website and or contact their 

financial aid office

NOTE any admission and scholarship application 

deadlines! Often you must apply EARLY to the 

university in order to be considered for scholarships



Lane Community College 

Scholarships
The LCC foundation awards 500 Scholarships

Awards $1,000,000 to Lane students!

Several scholarships worth $5,000

Deadline March 2nd, 11:59 pm PST

www.lanecc.edu/foundation



OFFICE OF STUDENT ACCESS 

& COMPLETION
OSAC awards over 600 scholarships and $10 

million statewide to Oregon students for higher 

education

Application opens Early November

Early Bird Deadline February 15th, 5 pm PST

Due March 1st, 5 pm PST

https://oregonstudentaid.gov/scholarships.aspx



The Ford Family Foundation

 Four Scholarships Categories

Ford Scholars, Ford Transfer, Ford Opportunity, and 
Ford Sons and Daughters

Available for Undocumented students

Awards anywhere between 25 to 100 of each 
category

90% of unmet need up to $40,000 per year

Deadline March 1st, 5 pm PST

https://www.tfff.org/scholarships



Essay Writing Tips
Essays/personal statements are the most important 

part of your scholarship application, take time 
preparing them

Read each essay question 2 or 3 times before you 
begin writing

Answer all parts of the question, there are usually 
two or more parts

Make introduction inviting and personal and your 
ending strong; use imagery

Write from your heart; show the unique you

Put a positive light on negative circumstances-show 
what you learned, how you are different today, etc



Essay Writing Tips CON’T
 Back up your education and career goals with concrete 

plans

 If you can, draw a connecting thread through your 
essays

 The reader should know who you are and what you 
want and feel confident that you are going to do 
whatever it takes to achieve your goal

Write a rough draft, rewrite and have 2 people review 
them for content and grammar

 Rewrite, be patient, and invest in your future now 
instead of building student loan debt

 RELAX you got this



SCAMS
Be aware ---there are scams online

Never pay for scholarship or financial aid advice

Scams---hurry you to apply

 If it is too good to be true it probably is

Never give out your bank account and card 

info or SSN!

https://finaid.org/scholarships/scams/

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

licensed under CC BY

http://www.knowthymoney.com/2012/07/scam-letters-work-in-us-fishery-company.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Next Steps

Create a scholarship email address

Gather up prior transcripts/find out how to locate 
your current and past transcripts

Create a login & apply to the Lane Foundation, 
OSAC, and The Ford Family Scholarships

Check out your future college’s financial 
aid/scholarship webpage at least a year in 
advance

Good Luck!


