LANE COMMUNITY COLLEGE:  ENGLISH, FOREIGN LANGUAGE AND SPEECH

COURSE INFORMATION SHEET

Winter Term 2005

Course:  ENG 104 Introduction to Fiction
Instructor: Dr. Jennifer von Ammon

Course Number:  CRN# 30717


Office: BLDG 20/143 & CEN 448C

Credits:  3





Telephone: 463-3658 & 463-3318

Classroom:  Building 19/248

Office Hours: MW 12:15-1 and 3-3:30 PM and Tu 1-2:30 PM

REQUIRED MATERIALS:

An Introduction to Fiction, X.J. Kennedy and Dana Gioia, 9th Edition

The House on Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros (hardback edition with preface)

Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte

Course Objectives: This course will introduce students to fiction.  Selected readings, including short stories and novels, will emphasize the truths fiction can draw from a variety of cultures.  Upon completion of the course, the student will:

A. Understand the structural elements of narratives and how they are used by the author to communicate to an audience (i.e., plot, characterization, point of view, and setting)

B. Appreciate better the power of fiction to create worlds

C. Have a greater awareness of one’s self and others as members of a culture

D. Have a larger vocabulary and a greater sense of language rhythm and its power to convey mood and meaning

Course Requirements: Reading and in-class discussion of the literature. Be prepared by reading the assignments before you come to class. To pass this course with a grade of C- or higher, you must complete all assignments.  Your final grade will be based on the following assignments.

· ONE Multiwriting Critical Essay, including thesis statement and essay outline.  I’ll provide you with a list of possible essay topics and share samples from previous classes.  Length of critical essay portion:  5-8 typed, double-spaced pages.  MLA format required. 20% of final grade
· Midterm exam based on readings, class presentations, and discussions. 20% of final grade
· Oral presentations, in-class quizzes, in-class writing assignments, homework assignments, class participation, and attendance. 40% of final grade

· Final exam based on readings, class presentations, & discussions. 20% of final grade

“Multiwriting” Essay Submission Requirements: The portion of your Multiwriting assignment that contains your critical essay is required typed, double-spaced, and in MLA format.  Before submitting any essay to me, Xerox it and have a back-up copy on a disc.  Your critical essay will be assigned as “Multiwriting,” a type of academic exploration that fuses genres, mediums, formats, and styles to encourage participatory learning and engagement with literature in innovative ways.  One of the options for a multiwriting assignment is to incorporate service-learning into your experience of a novel or short story.  I will provide further details about service-learning options and information about this assignment in the second week of classes. 

Your Multiwriting essay and any other writing assignments are due during the first five minutes on the class specified on your pacing schedule.  Any multiwriting assignment submitted after the first five minutes of class will be accepted only at the discretion of the instructor and may be subject to grade penalty.

Attendance Policy: Attendance matters.  Your attendance and active participation are essential to the course’s success as a whole.  I require that you arrive to class having read your assignments and finished any writing exercises.  Expect to participate in class discussions and writing exercises.  

•
I will take roll

•
YOU ARE PERMITTED 2 ABSENCES; however, you cannot make up the work you missed during the class period (i.e. freewrites, quizzes, participation in discussion, peer editing, etc.), so even though you are not penalized for up to two absences, you may be penalized by missing an in-class assignment or homework assignment.

•
If you become ill or are hospitalized, call me as soon as it is reasonably possible so we can discuss your coursework.  

•
If you miss more than 2 classes, your FINAL COURSE grade will be lowered one letter grade and continue to lower one letter grade per day absent (3 days absent = 1 letter grade; 4 days absent = 2 letter grades).  

Since participation is crucial to your learning experience, 5 absences will equal failure in the course.  Dropping the course once you realize you are unable to complete it satisfactorily is your responsibility.  If you do not drop the course before the term deadline, you will fail the course.


Tardiness: If you are not present when roll is called, you will be considered late.  It is your responsibility to see me immediately after class to inform me that you were late.  You must tell me on the same day that you were tardy so that I will mark you tardy and not absent.  Three tardies is the equivalent of one absence.  Missing more than twenty minutes of any class—from being tardy or leaving early—is the equivalent of 1 absence.  

Reading Quizzes: Quizzes will be given periodically throughout the term. I may give advance notice that a quiz is coming on a particular day, or I may give you a “pop” quiz. Always be prepared by reading your assignments before you come to class. Questions may be short answer or essay style and will focus on any reading assignments prior to the date of the quiz. 

Midterm and Final Exams:  Exams will include multiple choice, matching, true or false, short answer and essay questions with an emphasis on critical thinking.  The exams will include biographical information of writers we are studying.  In addition, you will be expected to know information about the plots, settings, and characters of the works we are studying. 

Note Taking: To perform well on your quizzes and exams, I encourage you to learn how to take good notes in class. Sometimes I will provide you with specific historical facts and/or biographical information that will be included on your quizzes and exams, and often, your fellow classmates will make cogent arguments about the literature we are studying, responses which may inspire you at the time or at a later date.  Taking and having good notes will enhance your experience of studying literature and will give you something to ponder once class has ended.  

Make Up Material: I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE WRITING or MULTIWRITING ASSIGNMENTS, and I DO NOT OFFER MAKE-UP QUIZZES OR MIDTERM EXAMS. Only students in attendance receive credit for work completed during class time. A make-up final exam will only be given at the discretion of instructor and will require documentation of serious emergency/illness. 

In-class responses/freewrites:  For part of your participation grade, at times you’ll respond in writing to the stories and novels we read.  Always bring paper to class.  I’ll provide some guided entries at times, and other times you’ll respond freely to our readings.

Leading Class Discussion:  Throughout the term, students will sign up in groups of three or four to initiate discussion for one of our class sessions. Discussion leaders will encourage us to explore our assigned readings and to consider connections between the different texts we are studying this term.  I will provide you with a list of potential days to volunteer to lead discussions with your peers.  The group leading the discussion should contact me at least one class period in advance to confirm the focus of their discussion questions and give me a list of their planned questions for the class.  Participation by leading class discussions will contribute to the 40% participation grade you receive at the end of the term.

Oral Presentation:  This assignment is rooted in the idea that teaching = learning.  With this philosophy in mind, everyone will become teachers at the end of the term.  In groups of 4, you’ll make a presentation to the class related to the work you’ve conducted during the term.  Based on our course curriculum and discussions, I will provide you with topics; each group will present on a different theme.  Your presentation will include biographical and critical research on your topic.  Find a creative way to reach your audience by thinking of the different ways your fellow students might learn your material.  Include visuals, auditory materials, handouts—anything to make your information accessible, interesting, and fun.  You may choose to include a dramatic presentation, musical performance, and/or video presentation.  Each presentation will last 15-25 minutes and may include class involvement.  Oral presentations will also be part of your evaluation for the 40% participation grade. 

Grading System: 
A represents outstanding work in all assignments and full participation in class.  A indicates that your work is ambitious and creative.  A means you’ve taken risks, asked yourself difficult questions, and attempted to answer them in your essay and exams.  Your essay and exams are written clearly and gracefully and are free from grammatical errors.  You reveal true engagement with the materials, and this shows in your scores on in-class quizzes based on  out-of-class readings.  Your attendance and participation in class are both excellent (2 maximum).  As an A writer, you are involved in your education, and it shows in your writing which is articulate, thoughtful, and intelligently expressed.  Your course average for all work is 90% or higher.

B represents good, solid work.  B indicates that your work has moments of originality and that you’ve taken some risks.  You’ve provided adequate support for your theses and you’ve written clearly most of the time.  Your materials show a clear interest with the course curriculum, and you know the material on the quizzes.  Your attendance may be less than perfect (2 maximum), but your work is overall above average--articulate and clear.  You have a course average on all material that ranges from 80-89%.

C represents solid work but very little risk-taking in the written work and less than full participation in class.  C indicates that you have not adequately supported your assertions in your critical essay.  Your essay, quizzes, and exams are not always clear and correct.  Your work shows minimum effort and your attendance is average (maximum of 3).  Your overall course average is 70-79%.

D represents poor work and no risk taking.  D means you attended class fairly regularly (not more than 4 absences) but did not engage with the material.  D means you have completed some of your assignments and your total average score for the course is 60-69%.

F represents a failure to do the work for the course.  F means you have missed 5 or more classes.  Your final course grade is 59% or lower.

Final note on grades: When appropriate, I use the +/- system.

Tutoring Services:  Trained, free drop-in tutors will assist you with your essay assignments at the Central Tutor Center: Center 210, across from the library.  For more information, call LCC Tutoring Service at 463-5282.

Plagiarism Policy: According to LCC’s student code of conduct, the term "plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, “the use, by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or unpublished work of another person, without full and clear acknowledgment.  It also includes the unacknowledged use of materials such as term papers or other academic materials prepared by a person other than the submitting student.”  Plagiarism is a serious academic violation.  If you use any outside information or sources on any writing assignment, you must document your direct and indirect quotes through parenthetical documentation (MLA format).  If you plagiarize any assignment in this class, you will fail this course and you will be subject to reprimand in accordance with LCC policies.

Diversity Statement: Lane Community College is committed to providing a quality educational environment for all students.  In order to succeed in this endeavor, LCC and I support, value, and promote diversity, including diversity related to the following: age, gender, ethnicity, cultural origin, national origin, source and level of income, familial status, marital status, sexual orientation, religion, or disability (source of this information, LCC Diversity Plan).  Class discussions and overall classroom climate will acknowledge and respect Lane’s commitment to diversity.  Please see the LCC website or catalogue for more information regarding Lane’s Diversity Plan.  

Class visitors:  Because visitors could impact the learning environment and comfort level of students who have registered for this class, classroom time and space are reserved only for students enrolled in this course.  Guests, children, babies, and/or pets are not permitted unless you have made prior arrangements with the instructor and the instructor has received authorization from the division chair of the English department.  
Access for Students with Disabilities: If you are in need of support or assistance because of a documented disability, whether it be psychiatric, learning, physical, hard of hearing, or sensory, you may be eligible for academic accommodations through Disability Services.  Contact the Disability Services office in Building 1, Room 218. Phone: 463-5150 or call Students First! at 463-3100.p by Building 1, Room 218.

Days to Remember:  

January 9, midnight........................... Last day to receive refund

January 17...................................... 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, college closed

February 21..................................... Presidents' Day, college closed

February 25..................................... Last day for schedule changes

March 14-19.................................... Finals week

March 19........................................ Winter term ends

March 21-27.................................... Spring break








Final Note: If you need further clarification regarding any of the statements or policies described in this syllabus, please see me.














ENG 104: Introduction to Fiction

Dr. Jennifer von Ammon

Fall Term 2005

Pacing Schedule

Always read assignments and biographical information regarding authors prior to class meetings—be ready for a pop quiz or in-class writing assignment.  I will not be available to respond to email requests for class assignments. Consult this pacing schedule to stay up to date with assignments.
----------

1/3
Introduction to course and materials


Writing sample; orientation

1/5
Introduction to course: Discuss the following readings: Preface, xv; “Reading a Story,” pp.3+; “Plot” and “The Short Story,” pp. 12+; discuss “Point of View,” pp. 23+ and “A Rose for Emily,” p. 29+

1/7
Continue discussion of Wednesday’s readings; in class writing and analysis

----------

1/10
Jane Eyre: Chapters 1-8

1/12
Jane Eyre: Chapters 9-17
10/14
Jane Eyre: Chapters 18-26

----------

1/17
NO CLASS: Martin Luther King Jr. Day
1/19
Jane Eyre: Chapters 27-38

1/21
Discuss “Sonny’s Blues” p. 53+ and “Light and Darkness in Sonny’s Blues,” pp. 751+

----------

1/24
House on Mango Street (read the first half of the text by today)
1/26
House on Mango Street (finish reading the entire text by today)
1/28
Class canceled: library work day

----------

1/31
MIDTERM EXAM
2/2
Discuss “Setting,” pp. 124+

Discuss “A Pair of Tickets,” pp. 152+; Writer’s Perspective, p. 167; and Writing Critically, p. 168


2/4
Film Screening/discussion

----------

2/7
Discuss “Theme,” pp. 212+


Discuss “The Yellow Wallpaper,” pp. 571+

2/9
Discuss “Gender Criticism,” pp. 773; “Toward a Feminist Criticism,” pp. 773+; and “Gender and Pathology in The Yellow Wallpaper,” pp. 774+

2/11
Thesis, Critical Essay Outlines, and first drafts of “multiwriting” essay due today Discuss “Writing,” pp. 697-723, including sections on how to use critical sources, maintain academic integrity, discover essay ideas, draft an essay and revise.  


Discuss “Good Country People,” pp. 416+

----------

2/14
 Discuss “Flannery O’Connor on Flannery O’Connor,” pp. 459+


Discuss “Critics on Flannery O’Connor,” pp. 465+


Review section “Writing Critically,” including further suggestions for writing on Flannery O’Connor

2/16
Discuss “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas,” pp. 272+; Ursula K. Le Guin on Writing, p. 278; Recognizing Symbols, p. 279; and sample student essay, pp. 280+

2/18
“MULTIWRITING” CRITICAL ESSAY DUE 


In-class sharing of projects
----------

2/21
NO CLASS: Presidents’ Day
2/23
Discuss “Girl,” p. 617


In-class writing

2/25
Discuss “Character,” pp. 91+; “Everyday Use,” pp. 102+;  and “Everyday Use and the Black Power Movement,” pp. 760+

----------

2/28
Any requests for oral presentation equipment and/or copying DUE TODAY



Updike’s “The A & P”, pp. 15+

3/2 
Guy de Maupassant’s “The Necklace,” pp. 193+

3/4
Oral presentation planning day: bring work to coordinate with your group members

----------

3/7
ORAL PRESENTATIONS during class

3/9
ORAL PRESENTATIONS during class

3/11
ORAL PRESENTATIONS during class

----------

Final Exam: Monday, March 14th, 2:00-3:50 PM in our classroom. No make-ups.

