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Definition 
 

KEY BENCHMARKS 
Lane Community College 
 
 
 
Benchmarks serve as one type of measure of an institution's effectiveness and progress.  They are measurable 
indicators of the college's overall direction and achievement of its goals.  Benchmarks are general in nature, 
presenting historical trends or changes.  They are not intended to provide detailed information to guide the 
college's daily operations. 
 
The systematic examination of these indicators represents a portion of Lane's efforts to focus on the institution's 
effectiveness in serving our students and community.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Benchmarks provide a mechanism for sharing basic information about the college with the Board of Education.  
According to Board policy, the Board of Education: 
 

...shall be responsible for appraisal...to determine the effectiveness of the operation of the 
College and the quality of the educational program in terms of the mission and goals of 
the College and stated objectives of the program.  To aid in attaining program objectives, 
provisions shall be made for an insitutional research program within the administrative 
structure of the College. (Policy #D.050) 

 
The Board and the administration may use the benchmarks as reference points in examining broad institutional 
policy and direction.  The benchmarks can act as catalysts for discussions concerning Lane's future endeavors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 1998 
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Key Benchmarks
Students

             Unduplicated Student Headcount
                             1986-87 through 2001-2002

    Total unduplicated headcount for Lane was 40,099 in 2001-02.  This 
         represents a 7.2% decrease compared to the total headcount reached in 2000-01.
         Total headcount has increased 28.7% since 1986-87.

    The annual unduplicated count of students enrolled in credit classes for 2001-02 was 
         16,581.  This represents a 0.2% increase compared to 2000-01.  Annual credit student 
         headcount has increased 42.3% since 1986-87.

    The annual unduplicated count of students enrolled in non-credit classes for 2001-02 
         was 23,518.  This represents a decrease of 11.8% compared to 2000-01.  Annual
         non-credit headcount has increased 8.7% compared to 1986-87.

 * Note: Beginning with 1998-99, a credit student on an annual basis is one who enrolled in a credit class.

Data Source:   IRZ2100 through 1997-98;  OCCURS Student Information System -- annual headcount query -- 
     beginning with 1998-99.
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Key Benchmarks
Students

              Number  of  FTE  by  Reimbursement  Category

1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001-02
        Transfer =               4,897 5,079 5,103 5,223 5,419 5,861

        Technical  = 3,759 3,801 3,893 4,110 3,974 4,009
        Developmental Ed. = 2,151 2,160 1,887 1,998 2,150 2,220
        Self-Improvement = 931 886 926 932 1,016 989

        Non-Reimbursable = 269 223 160 187 201 186

total annual FTE 12,007 12,149 11,968 12,449 12,760 13,265

Note:  Adjustments made in FTE accounting procedures in 1998-99 to comply with new FTE
          Audit Guidelines (affected primarily credit classes).

Data Sources:   OCCURS Annual Enrollment Reports.
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Key Benchmarks
Students

Credit  Students:  Gender and Enrollment Status
Fall Terms

   For Fall term 2002:

         46.5% of all credit students were enrolled full-time (12 + credits)
              (compared to 46.3% fall '88).

         43.5% of all credit students were male
              ( compared to 45.5% fall '88).

              -- 21.5% of all credit students were males enrolled full-time 
               (compared to 22.8% fall '88).

         56.5% of all credit students were female 
               (compared to 54.5% fall '88).

              -- 25.0% of all credit students were females enrolled full-time 
                (compared to 23.5% fall '88).

Data Source:   Unduplicated Headcount Reports (IRZ2100);  also, OCCURS student
       tracking system beginning Fall 1998.
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Key Benchmarks
Students

                  Students by  Age  Group
Fall Terms

�   For Fall term 2002:
  � The average age of credit students was 27.5 years (compared to 29.1 years for fall '93).  
    � The average age of non-credit students was 44.8 years (compared to 39.7 years for fall '93).
    � The average age for all students was 35.3 years (compared to 34.3 years for fall '93).   
      �  39.7% of credit students were 21 years or younger (compared to  33.9% for fall '93).

Data Source:   Unduplicated Headcount Reports (IRZ2106, -07);  also, OCCURS student 

    tracking system beginning fall 1998.
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Key Benchmarks
Students

Reasons for Attending Lane  (New Credit Students)

�‹     For fall term 2002, 51% of new credit students reported their main reason 
             for attending Lane was preparation to transfer to a four-year institution.  This
             represents an increase of 3% compared to fall 1994.

�‹     15.6% of new credit students reported their main reason for attending Lane was to
             learn skills for a new job or to improve job skills.  This represents a decrease 
             of 2% compared to fall 1994.

Note:   Students indicate their main reason for attending on Lane's Admission Info. form prior to their first registration.

Data Source:   Lane's central student data system (RED-STUDENT -- QUIZ query "newreason" -- May 15, 2003)

  r:\profile\2001-02\benchmark\students\reason_p.xls
  ct  c:\irap\enrollme\reason_fall-02.xls

Main Reason for Attending Lane 
New Credit Students -- Fall Terms

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Transfer studies Job skills High school
studies

Basic skills Personal interest Explore career
or edn. options

Main Reason for Attending

%
 o

f N
ew

 C
re

di
t S

tu
de

nt
s

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 




