Draft AAOT Outcomes and Criteria

Writing OUTCOMES
As a result of taking General Education Writing courses, a student should be able to read
actively, think critically, and write purposefully, capably, and ethically for a variety of
audiences; use appropriate reasoning and artful communication to address complex issues
in the service of learning, discovery, reflection, justice, and self expression.

CRITERIA

These criteria include some that explicitly address the classroom environment of the
college-level writing course. Since writing in college develops intellectual as well as
technical skills, students should engage the discourse community of the college, a place
where writing emerges from inquiry and contributes to the further discussion of ideas.
Learning to write in college involves addressing an audience of inquiring minds.

A course in Writing should:

1. Emphasize college-level readings that challenge students and invite them to think
through complex ideas.

2. Create a classroom environment that fosters respectful free exchange of ideas.
3. Use guided discussion for students to consider and respond to the ideas of others.

4. Develop the ability to respond in writing to ideas generated by reading and
discussion.

5. Require a significant and substantial amount of formal and informal writing.
6. Emphasize writing as a process which contributes to complete, polished texts.

7. Encourage the discovery and use of forms and conventions appropriate to



Speech / Oral
Communication

10.
11.

12.

audience needs and rhetorical situations.
Encourage self-reflection and analysis of own work.

Provide opportunities to offer and respond to comments and critiques on written
drafts.

Develop skills of editing and revision to craft clear and effective writing.

Teach organization, reasoning, style, and conventions in relation to students’
purposes and in response to their writing.

Engage appropriate technologies in the service of writing and learning.

OUTCOMES

As a result of taking General Education Speech/Oral Communication courses, a student
should be able to engage in ethical communication processes that allow people to
accomplish goals, respond to the needs of diverse audiences and contexts, and build and
manage personal and community relationships.

CRITERIA
A course in Oral Communication should provide:

1.
2.

Instruction in fundamental communication theories.
Instruction and practice of appropriate oral communication techniques.

Instruction and practice in the listening process -- including comprehending,
interpreting, and critically evaluating communication.

Instruction and practice in adapting communication for the listener and
communication contexts.

Instruction in the responsibilities of ethical communicators.



6. Instruction in the value and consequences of effective communication.

Mathematics OUTCOMES
As a result of taking General Education Mathematics courses, a student should be able to
use mathematics to solve problems. A student should also be able to recognize when
mathematics is applicable to a scenario, apply appropriate mathematics in its solution,
accurately interpret and communicate the results.

CRITERIA
A collegiate level mathematics course should require students to:

1. Use the tools of arithmetic and algebra to work with more complex mathematical
concepts.

2. Design and follow a multi-step mathematical process through to a logical
conclusion.

3. Create mathematical models, analyze these models, and, when appropriate, find
and interpret solutions.

4. Choose from a variety of mathematical tools to determine the best method of
analysis.

5. Analyze and communicate both problems and solutions in ways that are useful to
others.

6. Use mathematical terminology and notation appropriately and correctly.
Arts & Letters

OUTCOMES
As a result of taking General Education Arts and Letters courses, a student should be able

LU,

1. Interpret and engage in the Arts and Letters, making use of the creative process to



enrich the quality of life.

2. Critically analyze personal values and ethics within the stream of human
experience and expression to engage more fully in local and global issues.
'Arts and Letters' refers to works of art, whether written, crafted or designed, and
performed, and documents of particular poignancy and significance in statement
or design.
CRITERIA
A course in Arts & Letters should:
1. Provide grounding in theory THAT informs application and practice of the
discipline.
2. Elicit analytical and critical responses to historical and/or cultural artifacts,
including literature, music, visual and performing arts.
3. Actively explore conventions and techniques of significant forms of human
expression.
4. Place the discipline in historical and cultural context, and demonstrate its

relationship with other areas.

Each course should also do at least one of the following:

Social Science

Foster creative individual expression with analysis, synthesis, and critical
evaluation, or

Compare/contrast attitudes and values of specific eras or world cultures, or

Introduce and apply established ethical traditions as a tool for resolving ethical
dilemmas.

OUTCOMES
As a result of taking General Education Social Science courses, a student should be able



to:

1. Apply analytical skills to historical and contemporary social phenomena so as to
explain, evaluate, and predict human behavior
2. Apply knowledge and experience critically so as to realize an informed sense of
self, family, community, and the diverse social world in which we live.
CRITERIA

A course in Social Sciences should be broad in scope. Courses may focus on specialized
subjects; however, there must be substantial course content locating the subject in the
broader context of the discipline. Approved courses will provide:

1. An understanding of the structures and processes of social institutions and
individual behavior as part of social interaction.
2. Perspectives on the evolution of theories and concepts utilized in the discipline.
3. A presentation of basic methods of inquiry in the discipline, including limitations
and understanding of the distinction between normative and empirical analysis.
4. Information literacy in the discipline (the ability to critically analyze, synthesize
and evaluate various forms of information).
5. Understanding of the diversity of human experience and thought, individually and
collectively.
6. An opportunity for students to apply course knowledge and skills to their
personal, social or professional lives.
Science, Computer
Science, Math
OUTCOMES

As a result of taking General Education Science, Computer Science, Math courses, a
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1.

Use scientific modes of inquiry, individually and collaboratively, to critically



evaluate diverse ideas, solve problems, and make evidence-based decisions for
self, family, community and the world.

2. Gather, comprehend, and communicate scientific and technical information to
generate new ideas, solutions, models and further questions confidently,
creatively, and joyfully.

CRITERIA
A course in Science/Computer Science/Math should:

1. Require students to apply scientific/mathematical knowledge and skills, and
reason from evidence to solve problems.

2. Demonstrate interrelationships or connections with other subject areas.

3. Examine the fundamental concepts and theories in physical and biological
sciences, mathematics, and/or computer science.

4. Engage students in gathering, reading, comprehending, and communicating
scientific and/or technical information.

5. Use scientific, mathematical, or computer science approaches to develop critical,
analytical thinking that includes synthesis, evaluation and creative insight.

6. Develop understanding of mathematical reasoning and/or the process of science
through collaborative, hands-on, real-life, and/or laboratory applications.

7. Science courses shall provide scientific tools to evaluate the interactions of
science with society and environment.

8. Science courses shall examine the development, limitations, and value of
scientific methods, models and theories.

9. Laboratory courses in the biological or physical sciences shall provide examples
of how scientific theories develop through confrontation of theory with



experiment or observation.

10. Courses in computer science shall engage students in the design of algorithms and
their translation into computer programs that solve problems related to science or
other areas of human endeavor.

(These criteria are designed to mesh with the current Associate of Arts/Oregon Transfer
Degree, which requires a minimum of fifteen credits in Science/Math/Computer Science
including three laboratory courses of at least twelve credits in the biological or physical

sciences.)



