General Education Assessment project notes
April 15, 2008

What we think – critically


Thinking, considering alternatives—process: analysis


Problem solving ( finding conclusions – product 

Analysis, thinking process as developed in math and sciences is represented in Lane’s current wording of the core abilities:
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Critical thinking—solves problems of NOT thinking critically

Lane’s current version in core abilities statements: too narrowly described, too algorithmic

Should examine definitions of professional groups of CT/PS. For example, critical thinking may be one step in problem-solving.

Expert level critical thinking

· Array of possibilities upon which to base judgments, recognize intuitive patterns

vs

Beginning level critical thinking

· Limited choices

“Looking outward”  vs “Looking inward.”

Homework: 3 parts

1. Take ideas from this session, rewrite as needed and send to Mary by Monday

2. Read rubric example from WSU – what do we think will work in our disciplines, what won’t?

3. Check assessment of critical thinking from other academic institutions, especially Johnson County CC, Butler, Delta and Valencia (See “Models for Critical Thinking assessment” posted at:
http://www.lanecc.edu/assessment/GeneralEducation2008.htm )
